
September 15, 2016 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 

attendance.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions/deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Redland made a 

motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 6th Board of 

Commissioners meeting.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Teri Taylor, Human Resources, joined the meeting to introduce Jennifer Nelson as a new part-time dispatcher.  

The commissioners welcomed her to the county.   

Dave Stene, Social Services Fiscal Supervisor, presented bills in the amount of $69,842.06 for approval.  

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve payment of the Social Service bills in the amount of 

$69,842.06.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson presented the board with a resolution on behalf of Garry Johanson, Environmental 

Service Officer.  Commissioner Hall offered CR-09-15-2016-1 setting the market price for solid waste 

management tax purposes for CY 2017 at $34.19 per ton.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the resolution 

and it was declared adopted upon unanimous vote.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s 

Office.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then addressed the board with a resolution relating to the repurchase of tax forfeited 

property, specifically parcel 04-2126001, on behalf of US Bank National Association as trustee for Green Tree 

2008-HE1.   Ms. Hanson informed the board that she had checks in hand to pay all the back taxes on the 

property, as well as the current year taxes.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to allow the 

repurchase of parcel 04-2126001, by resolution CR 09-15-2016-2.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion 

and upon roll call vote all voted in favor.  A copy of this resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

Discussion was then held on when to hold the Tax Forfeited Property Sale, and consensus of the board was to 

hold it at the October 20th regular board meeting at 10:00 a.m.  

Kelly Kappes, Custodian, entered the board meeting to update the commissioners on the generator.  He stated 

that Brad Visser had checked on the generator transfer switches, etc. and found the generator to be in good 

working order.  He felt that the problem experienced on August 25th was due to the electricity phasing and not 

actually out, therefore, the generator would not kick in.  Commissioner Gunderson expressed a desire to have 

Mr. Visser perform a yearly inspection and service of the generator.  After much discussion, Commissioner 

Gunderson made a motion to have a yearly contract with Brad Visser to perform an annual inspection and 

service of the generator.   Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Mr. Kappes will contact Mr. Visser to see if this could work out for both parties.   

Kelly also presented a quote from Wood Krazy for removal of the two large pine trees in front of the courthouse 

that have been damaged by wind, along with trimming up of the ash tree by the alley.  After discussion the 

board consensus was to leave the trees stand at this point.   

Jerilyn Swenson, Norman County Highway Engineer, along with Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County 

Infrastructure, Kevin Ruud, Wild Rice Watershed Manager, Mick Alm, councilman for the City of Hendrum, and 

Curt Johannsen, Mayor of Hendrum, entered the board meeting.  Jerilyn advised the board that MN DOT has 

scheduled a Hwy 75 road raise for 2018 in the City of Hendrum.  This will cause a need for six (6) road raises in 

the Hendrum area intersecting with Hwy 75.  The WRWD is working with MN DOT, and flood protection 

authorities to get the Hendrum Dike project certified and is putting together a proposal to bring before the 

legislature in 2017.  Kevin was asking the county board for public tie-in to the project.  After lengthy discussion 

and consideration, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion for the county to pay for the bituminous portion of 

the road raises and right-of-way acquisition for the Hendrum raises.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

Next on the Road & Bridge agenda was the replacement of a riding mower at one of the outlying shops that had 

the motor blow up.  This was an old military surplus mower and they feel they would move the mower from the 

Ada site to the outlying shop and purchase a new one for the Ada site.  They received 4 quotes on a zero turn, 

60” deck mower, and asked the board to decide on the purchase between a quote from RDO on a JD with a 

Kohler engine, or a quote from Norman County Implement for a Toro mower with a Kawasaki engine.  After 



considerable discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to purchase the John Deere mower.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on vote, there were 3 for, and 2 against.  Motion carried.   

Jerilyn then brought forth that the Mudslingers ATV Club had ridden the Agassiz Trail after the wind storm and 

has found considerable tree damage.  They have done some tree removal but have asked if they could use the 

county-owned wood chipper to help in the clean up as they would not have to drag and cut quite so many 

branches.  After much discussion it was the consensus of the board members to allow the Mudslingers to rent 

the chipper for a nominal fee with the stipulation that Glenn Visser receive training for the operation of the 

chipper and he is the only operator of the equipment.  Attorney Brue will draft an agreement.   

Ms. Swenson addressed a couple of line items that she has reduced in her proposed budget due to the fact that 

the state did not have a special session to pass a bonding bill.  Much discussion ensued regarding whether she 

could trim more dollars from her proposed budget at the Highway Dept.   

Commissioners Jacobson and Bommersbach then shared information with the board regarding the request from 

Tri-County Community Corrections in the amount of $458,147 for 2017.   

After considerable discussion regarding proposed budgets, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to set the 

preliminary levy at an increase of 6.9% for 2017.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on vote 

taken, Commissioners Bommersbach, Jacobson and Gunderson voted in favor and Commissioners Redland and 

Hall voted against, motion carried.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the payment of the following bills:     

Revenue - $1,601.92  Building - $629.92  Public Health - $6007.69 

Solid Waste - $4116.10  County Homes - $80.00  Road & Bridge - $16,730.87 

Total - $29,166.50 

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson closed the meeting at 11:56 a.m. to evaluate Sarah Kjono, Public Health Director, who is an 

individual subject to the Board’s authority pursuant to MN Statute 13D.05 Subd. 3(a).  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to close the closed session and reconvene the regular meeting at 12:10 p.m.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.     

Chairman Jacobson reopened the regular meeting at 12:11 p.m. 

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the County Board of Commissioners meeting at 12:13 p.m.  

  

 

_____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


